AMAZONS    OF    FREEDOM

set an example of heroism and self-sacrifice to
future generations of Polish women. Indeed, for
the next 125 years, until the resurrection of their
Fatherland after the first Great War, the life of
the Polish woman was one of self-imposed patriotic
struggle and martyrdom.

A brief historical retrospect will show that
the foundation of the New Poland was not a mere
political accident, but the consequence of an
unremitting struggle for independence in which
the women of Poland played a prominent and
essential role. Indeed, they were the backbone
of the struggle.

In the rebellion of 1794 no fewer than 70,000
men lost their lives, and thousands more were
imprisoned or banished to Siberia. The male
population of Poland was further depleted by
emigration. The majority of the men who suc-
ceeded in escaping to other countries went to
France and Italy and their numbers may be
gauged from the fact that the various Polish
Legions they formed totalled more than 50,000
men. These Legions fought under foreign flags in
all parts of Europe and even as far afield as the
Island of San Domingo, always in the hope that
their * hosts', if victorious, would one day help
Poland to re-conquer her independence.

The. women of Poland stayed at home, alone
and unprotected, at the mercy of the oppressor*
But instead of mourning the dead or longing for
the return of the living, or instead of confining
themselves to their domestic duties, they placed